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Multi-Cultural Literature/ENG250A:

Seaber/ SPRING 2008
Office:  AS27

Phone:  518-2242





Email:  rseaber@mineralarea.edu


Office hours:  MWF -- 11:00 - 11:50 am; TTh -- 1:00 - 1:50 pm
Website:  http://www.mineralarea.edu/faculty/facultywebpages/rseaber/
Dept./Dept.Chair:  English; Carolyn Gordon, AS 21

Texts:  Hirschberg, Stuart, and Terry Hirschberg.  One World, Many Cultures.  



6th ed. New York: Longman, 2007.

Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  Trans. Marion Wiesel. 1958. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006.

Any additional readings will be in the form of handouts or online postings.
Course Description:  This course examines writings, and sometimes films, that introduce students to the major components of literature as well as to the ideas and practices of various world cultures.  Students learn by reading the material, participating in large and small group discussions, and listening to lectures.
Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend class. Roll is taken at each class period.  Students who must miss class for any reason are still responsible for completing current assignments and should email me or speak to me in person or by phone prior to the absence to let me know they will not be in class.    I will not recap or repeat my lectures for students who miss class--do not ask.  Missing class not only affects your grade indirectly (because you will lack a complete understanding of the class materials), it also affects your grade and/or status directly as follows:


*  Students are dropped from the class after the 4th consecutive absence

               *  Students will be allowed only 4 absences for any reason--I do not  
differentiate between                     
"excused" and unexcused" absences.  Upon the 5th absence, students' final grades are 
lowered by one full letter grade--regardless of reason, NO exceptions.


*  Students are responsible for keeping track of the number of absences they 


accumulate, meaning I will not remind or warn students that they will be dropped.

* Pop quizzes cannot be made-up.  Should you miss a class in which a pop quiz was given, you 

                    will receive a grade of ZERO for that quiz.
Grades:  Students are assessed on quizzes, written assignments, attendance/class participation, and major exams.  I do not “give” grades;  you earn your grades. That is, students' grades denote what they have accomplished in the course. (NOTE: Trying and accomplishing are not the same beast.)
Grading Scale:
                 A = 90-100      B = 80-89;       C = 70-79;   D = 60-69;   F =  below 60 
Reading Assignments:  This is a literature class, meaning it is a reading intensive class and a participation class.  Students are expected to keep up with all reading assignments and to contribute to group discussions. 
Late Assignments:  As a general rule, no late work is accepted.  However, should you have compelling, extenuating circumstances that you discuss with me, you may be allowed, at my discretion, to turn in late work.  Likewise, students should be present on test days.  Again, if compelling reasons for not being present for an exam are discussed with me, I may allow you to take a make-up test.  Note that late work and make-up tests will be penalized by 10 percent (e.g., 10 points out of 100; 5 points out of 50, etc.).  You may not turn in any assignments more than one week late, and your final paper cannot be turned in late regardless of the circumstances.  NOTE:  I do not give make-up quizzes.  If you miss a quiz, you will receive a "0" (zero) for that assignment.  However, I will drop your lowest quiz score.
Plagiarism:  In this class, plagiarism means the use of someone else's ideas or words, intentionally or unintentionally, without giving credit to/acknowledging the original source.  Any plagiarized work automatically receives a failing grade and may result in failure of this class.  Be forewarned—I take the issue of plagiarism quite seriously!
Other Policies:  
*  Come to class on time and fully prepared.  
*  Participate in class discussions.
 *  Turn your cell phone off or place the ringer on "silent" during class.  If you anticipate an emergency phone call, let me know prior to class.  

*  Students are responsible for gathering announcements, assignments, etc. that they have      
missed while absent. My website is available should you need to check current assignments.  
Additionally, it is highly suggested that students exchange email addresses and/or phone 
numbers with at least one other class member in the event that the instructor and/or website 
cannot be accessed before the next class period.
*  All written assignments must be typed--NO exceptions.  I will not grade any assignments that are hand-written.

*  Students must maintain appropriate classroom behavior.  I deem behavior as acceptable or not.  In other words, if I say behavior is unacceptable, it is unacceptable--no debates on the matter tolerated.
Special Accommodations:  Students with special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify me so that reasonable accommodations can be arranged.

