Course Title:  Foundations of Education  EDU204
Credit Hours:  3

Course Description:  This course is designed to examine the historical, philosophical, sociological, political, economic, and legal foundations of American public education system.  Students will explore the nature of school environments, design, and organization of school curricula and characteristics of effective schools and instruction in grades P-12. Educational structures, practices, and projections for the future will be studied.  

Prerequisite: English Composition I
Course Outcomes
The student will: 
1.
Analyze the historical, philosophical and sociological foundations of schooling in the United States to understand their effect on current educational practices and issues. (MoSTEP 1.2.3, 1.2.9, 1.2.11)

2.
Describe how education is governed, funded, and organized at the local, state, and federal levels.  (MoSTEP 1.2.4, 1.2.10)

  
3.   Explore the legal and ethical issues pertaining to the provision of education services to all P-12 students and to the teaching profession.  (MoSTEP 1.2.3, 1.2.9, 1.2.10)

     4.   Write a personal philosophy of education.  (MoSTEP 1.2.2, 1.2.9)

5.    Examine characteristics of effective and ineffective schools and teachers.  (MoSTEP 1.2)

6.    Evaluate current educational strategies designed to provide equal educational opportunities to a student population with diverse needs.  (MoSTEP 1.2.3, 1.2.4, 1.2.5)

7.    Identify national, state, and local standards that guide curriculum decisions in public schools.  (MoSTEP 1.2.4)

8.    Document a variety of current trends and issues that impact education today. (MoSTEP 1.2.1, 1.2.10)
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Course Outline
I. Historical foundations

A.  European beginnings to 21st century

B.  Pioneers in education


C.  Curriculum over major historical periods


D.  Review of current curriculum guide and school technology

II. Philosophical foundations


A.  Philosophical roots of education


B.  Purposes of education


C.  Curriculum and instruction

III. Sociological foundations

A.  Equal Educational Opportunity (SES, ethnicity, exceptionality, etc.)

B.  Awareness of how school and home environment affect school success


C.  Peer group influences


D.  Risk factors


E.  Standards movement


F.  Effective vs. ineffective schools and school choice


G.  Life in schools

IV. Cultural foundations


A.  Student diversity

B.  Classroom strategies to address students who vary in approaches to learning


C.  Multicultural education and cultural pluralism

V. Political foundations

A.  Governing public education at local, state, and federal levels, with emphasis on Missouri 


B.  Financing public education


C.  Exploring MoSTEP Standards, Show Me Standards, MSIP, MAP, NEA, and AFT

VI. Legal foundations


A.  Legal aspects of education


B.  Ethical decision making


C.  Rights and responsibilities of public school students, parents, and teachers

