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Week One to Four:  Unit One – Children’s Responses to Literature, Historical Perspectives on Children’s Literature, and Evaluating Quality Children’s Literature
Curriculum Content:
· Discussing the values of children’s books
· Analyzing the cognitive, social, personality, and language development of children and the potential benefits books can have on various aspects of child development.
· Critiquing children’s quality children’s books. 
· Examining the history of children’s literature

· Evaluating and selecting literature for children.

· Analyzing readability, access, and interest in designing and implementing a successful reading program.

· Assimilating successful storytelling techniques into classroom presentations

· Beginning to assemble artifacts for the student’s educational portfolio

Instructional Goals: 
1. The student will analyze his/her past experiences with books.
2. The student will reflect on early learning experiences involving books.

3. The student will apply knowledge of cognitive, social, personality, and language development to the study of children’s books.
4. The student will describe the theories of various individuals, including  Dewey, Vygotsky, Piaget, Chomsky, Skinner, Locke, and Rousseau

5. The student will distinguish the evolution of attitudes about child development and how children’s literature has emerged as a fairly “recent” phenomenon. 

6. The student will apply literary criteria to the evaluation and selection of appropriate children’s books.

7. The student will assimilate knowledge of readability, access, and interest into the “hypothetical” creation of a reading program. 
8. The student will assimilate knowledge of books and child development into storytelling practices.

9. The student will recognize various awards given for excellent children’s books, including the Caldecott Medal, The Newbery Award, the American Library Association’s Top Pick, and the Coretta Scott King Award. 

	Mid-Preparation Teacher Education Standards
	Standards Addressed

	1.2.1: The pre-service teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry and structures of the discipline(s) within the context of a global society and creates learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students.


	     

	1.2.2 The pre-service teacher understands how students learn and develop, and provides learning opportunities that support the intellectual, social, and personal development of all students.


	      

	1.2.6: The pre-service teacher uses an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation.


	     


Performance Objectives: 

1. The student will complete a self-inventory regarding his/her reading preferences. 

2. The student will critique four children’s books assimilating knowledge of quality children’s books.

3. The student will conduct a reading interest survey of a child, age 5-12.

4. The student will design a classroom incorporating information about readability, access, and interest.
	Standard Number
	Performance Indicators 
The pre-service teacher:
	Indicators Addressed

	1.2.1


	· Knows the discipline applicable to the certification area(s);

· Presents the subject matter in multiple ways;

· Uses students' prior knowledge

· Engages students in the methods of inquiry used in the discipline;

· Creates interdisciplinary learning.

	










	1.2.2


	· Knows and identifies child/adolescent development;

· Strengthens prior knowledge with new ideas;

· Encourages student responsibility;

· Knows theories of learning.


	







	1.2.6
	· Knows motivation theories and behavior management strategies and techniques;

· Manages time, space, transitions, and activities effectively;

· Engages students in decision making.

	 
     
  




Weeks Five to Eight:
Unit Two: Examining Illustrations in Children’s Books,  Exploring Picture Books, and Examining Traditional Literature
Curriculum Content:
1. Creating a story web and a corresponding lesson plan
2. Examining the components of effective illustrations:  line, color, shape, and texture

3. Differentiating knowledge of Bloom’s Taxonomy:  cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains

4. Demonstrating awareness of Gardener’s Multiple Intelligence Theories
5. Displaying an understanding of components of picture books
6. Describing attributes of traditional literature:  folk tales, fables, myths, and legends.

7. Writing an original “fractured” fairy tale
Instructional Goals:
1. The student will discuss the four major content areas, defined by the “Show Me Standards” as  communication arts, social studies, mathematics, and science. 

2. The student will discuss the potential a children’s book has to create interdisciplinary learning.

3. The student will analyze instructional strategies, including using methodology from Madeline Hunter’s lesson planning guides, Bloom’s Taxonomy, and The Show-Me Standards. 
4. The student will discuss the “fractured” fairy tale.
	Mid-Preparation Teacher Education Standard
	Standard Addressed

	 1.2.3: The pre-service teacher understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.


	 

	1.2.4: The pre-service teacher recognizes the importance of long-range planning and curriculum development and develops, implements, and evaluates curriculum based upon student, district, and state performance standards.


	

	1.2.5: The pre-service teacher uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage students' development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills.

	

	1.2.8: The pre-service teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of the learner.


	


Performance Objectives:
1. The student will design a story web based upon an award winning children’s book. 

2. The student will create a lesson plan utilizing methodology from Madeline Hunter’s lesson planning guides, Bloom’s Taxonomy, and The Show-Me Standards. 

3. The student will write an original “fractured” fairy will discuss and create an original fable.
	Standard Number
	Performance Indicators
The pre-service teacher:
	Indicators Addressed

	1.2.3
	· Identifies prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Designs and implements individualized instruction based on prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Knows when and how to access specialized services to meet students' needs;

· Connects instruction to students' prior experiences and family, culture, and community.


	 
  
  
  


	1.2.4
	· Selects and creates learning experiences that are appropriate for curriculum goals, relevant to learners, and based upon principles of effective instruction (e.g., encourages exploration and problem solving, building new skills from those previously acquired);

· Creates lessons and activities that recognize individual needs of diverse learners and variations in learning styles and performance;

· Evaluates plans relative to long and short-term goals and adjusts them to meet student needs and to enhance learning.


	 
  

  


	1.2.5
	· Selects alternative teaching strategies, materials, and technology to achieve multiple instructional purposes and to meet student needs.

· Engages students in active learning that          promotes the development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance capabilities.


	 

  


	1.2.8
	· Employs a variety of formal and informal assessment techniques (e.g., observation, portfolios of student work, teacher-made tests, performance tasks, projects, student self-assessments, authentic assessments, and standardized tests) to enhance and monitor her or his knowledge of learning, to evaluate student progress and performances, and to modify instructional approaches and learning strategies;

· Uses assessment strategies to involve learners in self-assessment activities, to help them become aware of their learning behaviors, strengths, needs and progress, and to encourage them to set personal goals for learning;

· Evaluates the effect of class activities on both individual and the class as a whole, collecting information through observation of classroom interactions, questioning, and analysis of student work;

· Maintains useful records of student work and performances and can communicate student progress knowledgeably and responsibly, based on appropriate indicators, to student, parents, and other colleagues.


	

  


 



Weeks Nine to Twelve: Unit Three: Examining and Analyzing Modern Fantasy, Poetry, and Contemporary Realistic Fiction 
Curriculum Content:
· Recognizing and discussing elements of modern fantasy
· Recognizing and discussing elements of poetry

· Recognizing and discussing elements of contemporary realistic fiction

· Constructing an age-appropriate lesson design and implementing the lesson with in a local area classroom of students, age 4 – 12. 
· Presenting a summary of the “teaching activity”

Instructional Goals:
1. The student will categorize elements of modern fantasy, including setting, characterization, point of view, plot, and theme.  
2. The student will distinguish formal elements of poetry, including point of view, occasion, tone, style, theme, literary devices, and form.
3. The student will appraise elements involved in contemporary realistic fiction, including setting, point of view, character, plot and theme.
4. The student will read and evaluate the book The Giver by Lois Lowry. 

5. The student will recognize elements of a work of contemporary realistic fiction which may be construed as highly controversial and apply literary criteria when making selections from that genre of literature.


6. The student will design and implement a lesson based upon an age-appropriate children’s book to present to an area school.


7. The student will present a summary of the teaching activity to his/her classmates and reflect upon the effectiveness of the activity. 

	Mid-Preparation Teacher Education Standard
	Standard Addressed

	1.2.3: The pre-service teacher understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.


	    



	1.2.4: The pre-service teacher recognizes the importance of long-range planning and curriculum development and develops, implements, and evaluates curriculum based upon student, district, and state performance standards.

	

	1.2.5: The pre-service teacher uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage students’ development of critical thinking problem solving, and performance skills.


	

	1.2.6: The pre-service teacher uses an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation.


	

	1.2.7: The pre-service teacher models effective verbal, nonverbal, and media communication techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the classroom.


	  

	1.2.9: The pre-service teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually assesses the effects of choices and actions on others.  This reflective practitioner actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally and utilizes the assessment and professional growth to generate more learning for more students.


	  

	1.2.10: The pre-service teacher fosters relationships with school colleagues, parents, and educational partners in the larger community to support student learning and well-being.


	  

	1.2.11  Technology in Teaching and Learning:  The pre-service teacher understands the theory and application of technology in educational settings and has adequate technological skills to create meaningful learning opportunities for all students.


	  


Performance Objectives:
1. The student will describe tenets of modern fantasy and literary criteria as applied to Lois Lowry’s The Giver. 
2. The student will write simple poems, which could be used with elementary children, such as the haiku, tanka, limerick, and alphabet.
3. The student will construct a chart identifying topics perceived as controversial and discuss how best to approach controversial issues in a public school setting. 

4. The student will analyze Louis Sachar’s Holes as an exemplary work of contemporary realistic fiction. 

5. The student will work in small groups to design and implement a simple lesson based upon a children’s book. 
6. The student, along with his/her group, will present the lesson to an actual classroom.

7. The student, along with his/her group, will relate to the college class the effectiveness of the presentation made to an elementary class. 
	Standard Number
	Performance Indicators 
The pre-service teacher:
	Indicators Addressed

	1.2.3
	· Identifies prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Designs and implements individualized instruction based on prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Knows when and how to access specialized services to meet students' needs;

· Connects instruction to students' prior experiences and family, culture, and community.


	


	1.2.4
	· Selects and creates learning experiences that are appropriate for curriculum goals, relevant to learners, and based upon principles of effective instruction (e.g., encourages exploration and problem solving, building new skills from those previously acquired);

· Creates lessons and activities that recognize individual needs of diverse learners and variations in learning styles and performance;

· Evaluates plans relative to long and short-term goals and adjusts them to meet student needs and to enhance learning.


	
  





	1.2.5
	· Selects alternative teaching strategies, materials, and technology to achieve multiple instructional purposes and to meet student needs.

· Engages students in active learning that promotes the development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance capabilities. 
	
  



	1.2.6
	· Knows motivation theories and behavior management strategies and techniques;

· Manages time, space, transitions, and activities effectively;

· Engages students in decision making.
	
  






	1.2.7
	· Models effective verbal/non-verbal communication skills;

· Demonstrates sensitivity to cultural, gender, intellectual, and physical ability differences in classroom communication and in responses to students' communications;

· Dupports and expands learner expression in speaking, writing, listening, and other media;

· Uses a variety of media communication tools.

	
  


  

	1.2.9
	· Applies a variety of self-assessment and problem-solving strategies for reflecting on practice, their influences on students' growth and learning, and the complex interactions between them;

· Uses resources available for professional development.

· Practices professional ethical standards.
	
  






	1.2.10
	· Participates in collegial activities designed to make the entire school a productive learning environment;

· Talks with and listens to students, is sensitive and responsive to signs of distress, and seeks appropriate help as needed to solve students' problems;

· Seeks opportunities to develop relationships with the parents and guardians of students, and seeks to develop cooperative partnerships in support of student learning and well-being;

· Identifies and uses the appropriate school personnel and community resources to help students reach their full potential.


	


  











	1.2.11
	· Demonstrates an understanding of technology operations and concepts.

· Plans and designs effective learning environments and experiences supported by informational and instructional technology.

· Implements curriculum plans that include methods and strategies for applying informational and instructional technology to maximize student learning.

· Applies technology to facilitate a variety of effective assessment and evaluation strategies.

· Uses technology to enhance personal productivity and professional practice.

· Demonstrates an understanding of the social, ethical, legal, and human issues surrounding the use of technology in PK-12 schools and applies that understanding in practice.


	 
  





  







Weeks Thirteen to Sixteen   Unit Four:  Evaluating  Historical Fiction, Multicultural Literature, and Nonfiction. 
Curriculum Content: 

$ 
Recognizing and discussing elements of historical fiction

$ 
Recognizing and discussing elements of multi-cultural literature
$ 
Recognizing and discussing elements of nonfiction. 

$ 
Compiling a journal with ten journal activities completed during the semester.
Instructional Goals:
1. The student will examine elements pertaining to historical fiction, including setting, point of view, historical authenticity, verisimilitude, regionalism, characterization, plot, and theme.
2. The student will identify characteristics of multicultural literature, including appreciating the need for inclusion of all races and ethnicities within literature selections.
3. The student will discuss the importance of accuracy in biographies.
4. The student will analyze various types of non-fiction, including “how to” books and information books. 
5. The student will review all journal assignments and in-class activities and reflect upon the ten most effective entries completed this term.
	Mid-Preparation Teacher Education Standard
	Standard Addressed

	1.2.3: The pre-service teacher understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.


	    



	1.2.7: The pre-service teacher models effective verbal, nonverbal, and media communication techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive interaction in the classroom.


	  

	1.2.9: The pre-service teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually assesses the effects of choices and actions on others.  This reflective practitioner actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally and utilizes the assessment and professional growth to generate more learning for more students.


	  


Performance Objectives:
1. The student will complete a set of enrichment activities related to the book Sarah, Plain and Tall. 
2. The student will create a graph illustrating the variety of styles of multi-cultural literature.
3. The student will write a summary of a biography or information book.
4. The student will submit a compilation of ten journal activities for review. 
	Standard Number
	Performance Indicators 
The pre-service teacher:
	Indicators Addressed

	1.2.3
	· Identifies prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Designs and implements individualized instruction based on prior experience, learning styles, strengths, and needs;

· Knows when and how to access specialized services to meet students' needs;

· Connects instruction to students' prior experiences and family, culture, and community.


	





	1.2.7
	· Models effective verbal/non-verbal communication skills;

· Demonstrates sensitivity to cultural, gender, intellectual, and physical ability differences in classroom communication and in responses to students' communications;

· Supports and expands learner expression in speaking, writing, listening, and other media;

· Uses a variety of media communication tools.

	
  


  

	1.2.9
	· Applies a variety of self-assessment and problem solving strategies for reflecting on practice, their influences on students' growth and learning, and the complex interactions between them;

· Uses resources available for professional development.

· Practices professional ethical standards.
	
  







