Mineral Area adds Final Three Pieces to the Puzzle

  (9/30)  Mata, Hassell, and Stuckey round out MAC’s impressive recruiting class
The MAC Cardinals completed their roster by adding two point guards with the ability to score and a strong, rim-rocking post player.  Ralph Mata, a Flanagan HS Graduate (Miramar, FL), joins the Cards after spending a season at San Diego City College.  Willie Hassell will wear a MAC uniform after spending the summer working out with the Tigers basketball team at the University of Missouri.  Eric Stuckey, an All-State performer at West Memphis High, has also landed in Park Hills after a short stint at Boys To Men Prep Academy in Chicago, Illinois. 

Ralph Mata is a 6’1” point guard that has the ability to slide to the shooting guard position.  He spent the 2003-04 season at San Diego City College averaging 11 points, and 7 assists running the point for the Knights.  “Ralph is a play-making point guard that enjoys finding his team-mates with a scoring pass.  He shoots the ball well from the arc, but is very unselfish, thinking pass first,” commented Head Coach Corey Tate.
Willie Hassell, a 5’ 10” freshman point guard, left the University of Missouri after spending the summer working out with Quinn Snyder’s Tigers.  Hassell averaged 20 points, 5 steals, 5 assists, and 4 rebounds as a senior at Portageville HS. He made 75 % of his free throws and shot 40% from 3-point range.  Willie led the Bulldogs to their first District Championship since 2000 with a 22-6 record.  He was a first team All-State selection after his junior and senior seasons.  “Hassell was one of the most unstoppable players in the boot-heel area, we’re happy to have him as a Cardinal,” stated Coach Tate.  He was honored as Bootheel Conference "Player of the Year," Class 3A All-Region, and the Standard Democrat "Player of the Year."
Coach Tate’s staff inked the final piece of the puzzle this past week.  The Cards added 6’6” forward Eric Stuckey.  Stuckey helped lead West Memphis (AR) High to back-to-back State Championships in Class 5A.  The Blue Devils spent the entire season ranked #1 finishing 25-4 in 2005, after a 27-2 season in 2004.  Stuckey grabbed All-Conference and All-State Honors by averaging 21 points and 8 rebounds as a senior.  “Eric is exactly what we were missing.  He is an explosive athlete that should bring some toughness to our solid group of post players,” added Tate.
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Newest Cardinals:





 #3  Ralph Mata (left)





#20 Willie Hassell (middle)





#44 Eric Stuckey (right)








