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(3/30/06) MAC Names Koch New Women’s Basketball Coach

(PARK HILLS) -- The Mineral Area College athletic department is announcing the resignation of Lana Labruyere as head women’s basketball coach and Chris Labruyere as assistant women’s basketball coach effective March 29. 

“Mineral Area College would like extend a sincere thanks to Lana for her hard work and dedication to the program for her six years at the helm, and Chris for his contributions as assistant for the past three years,” said Mineral Area College Athletic Director Tim Gray.  “It has been a real pleasure to work with them.  They have done a very good job.”  

“We appreciate all that Lana and Chris Labruyere have done for the women’s basketball program at the college.  I believe they wanted a change and an opportunity to pursue raising their family and looking at other employment situations.  Chris and Lana are both fine people and represented the college well.  We wish them all the best of luck and much success in the future,” said Mineral Area College President Dr. Terry Barnes.

Also, today MAC’s Athletic Department is announcing that Gary Koch is being named the new head women’s basketball coach at Mineral Area College.  Gary has served the past three years as the head coach at Jefferson Community College in Hillsboro, MO, and has put together an “outstanding” record there with over 70 wins the last three seasons, according to Gray, who indicated details will be provided in a subsequent press release. 

Coach Koch will be bringing his staff with him also which consists of his son, Todd, and Randy Skaggs of Festus.  Todd is the former head men’s basketball coach at East Central Community College in Union, MO.

Gray and new head coach Gary Koch will be meeting with the Mineral Area College women’s basketball team this afternoon to discuss the transition.  Gray said Koch’s first responsibility will be to begin the process of recruiting freshmen women to replace graduating sophomores, and to complete the schedule for 2006-2007.

Dr. Barnes said, “The College Board of Trustees and I are especially excited to have someone of the caliber of coach Gary Koch providing leadership to our women’s basketball program.  Even though employed on a part-time basis, Gary and his son Todd bring a wealth of basketball knowledge necessary to compete and win in this league, but they have a proven record of graduating sophomores, and achieving high academic GPA’s.”

Coach Koch initially said, “Coaching at Mineral Area College will give us a chance to bring our winning ways-not only on the court, but more importantly in the classroom, at graduation time, and in developing some responsible and maturing young women.  We really look forward to being at Mineral Area College.”
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