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Ralph Mata was a late addition to last season’s roster at Mineral Area College, signing to become a Cardinal in August.  Mata was an important piston in the high-octane MAC offense this season, sharing the point guard duties with Rickey Calitt.  Ralph helped the Cardinals win their second straight MCCAC Conference title, the Region XVI Championship, and led the entire Region in assists at 5.2 assist a game.
Mata, a 6’1” point guard, graduated from Flanagan High School in Miramar, FL.  He spent his freshman season at San Diego City College averaging 11 points and 7 assists a game.  Ralph bought into the Mineral Area College system, averaging 3.1 points, 5.2 assists (led Region XVI in Assists), and 1.6 rebounds this season, while helping the Cardinals finish 28-5 and #13 in the final NJCAA poll..    

Mata had a solid one-season career at Mineral Area College scoring a

season high 10 points in the opener against Kaskaskia, he had 

13 assist (season high) in a win over #2 ranked Indian Hills, and 

logged 4 steals and 4 rebounds in several games as a sophomore.

Ralph hit two important free-throws that helped MAC win the 
Region XVI Tournament Championship with 2.2 seconds on the clock.

Mata will spend the next two seasons playing for Head Coach Charles Terry at Lincoln University (Jefferson City, MO) a NCAA DII affiliate.  The Blue Tigers are looking to improve on their win total from last season, and feel the Ralph Mata will help them in various ways at the point guard position.
“Ralph is a special player.  He made a lot of sacrifices to play in our system here.  Ralph is very versatile, having the ability to create off the dribble or knock down a spot up jumper.  Ralph has great court-vision.  Everyone loves playing with him, he thinks of his team-mates first, always looking for a great pass,” commented Mineral Area College Head Coach Corey Tate.  
Mata decided on Lincoln University after fielding several offers, and getting interest from several NCAA Division I and II programs.  He is the sixth sophomore from Mineral Area College to sign this season, including: Darryl Butterfield (University of Missouri), Curtis Muse and Jonathon Jackson (University of North Texas), and T. J. Britton (Missouri Southern State College), and Tremaine Wilkerson (Oklahoma City University). 
Ralph Mata stays in Missouri:


 Mineral Area College point guard signs at NCAA DII


 Lincoln University, looks forward to next season
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