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MAC “Paver”-ing the Way to a New Quadrangle
As part of its effort to beautify the Park Hills campus Quadrangle, MAC Foundation is selling engraved paver bricks as a

fundraiser to support part of the Quad’s overall renovation.  “It’s a unique way to memorialize or observe important milestones, honor
an individual or even advertise your business partnership with MAC.  We’re excited about the project and invite individuals, alumni
and businesses to be a part of the campus,” elaborates Brian McNamara, Mineral Area College Foundation Board member.  “The
Foundation has enlisted the assistance of Mineral Area College’s Student Government Association to sell the paver bricks for the
Quadrangle.  Getting students involved with the activities on and off-campus is an important component of student life.”

The paver bricks will be permanently placed in the Quadrangle’s new brick walkway.  As a lasting addition to the campus, the
bricks are a unique way to honor loved ones or friends, recognize graduations or other special events.  The MAC Quadrangle is
situated among the four original campus buildings and will soon be 40 years old.  Renovation plans will soon be finalized and provide
a Quadrangle facelift, retaining the beautiful oak trees and enhancing the overall appearance as an outdoor student and community
area.  Some beautification plans include landscaping, gardens, benches, outdoor seating, and an engraved paver brick walkway.

More Spaces Make Easier Paver Designs
Now it’s easier to design wording for your paver brick.  A perfected laser technique increases the number of spaces per line

to 20 rather than the original 13.  There are two paver options.  The standard paver brick, priced at $100, is 4” by 8” and holds three
lines of text with 20 spaces per line.  The corporate logo bricks, 8” by 8”, sell for $250 each and hold a corporate logo and text.  For
corporate brick orders and other paver brick information, contact Peggy at (573) 518-2114.  To place your order, please complete the
order form below and mail it in the envelope in this newsletter with your payment (payable to MAC Foundation). The deadline for
paver brick orders is August 30, 2004.

 
Sample Paver Brick Inscription #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Paver Brick Inscription #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Staples Memorial Scholarship Nears Goal
According to Mineral Area College President Terry Barnes, “Contributions are still welcomed for the Danny Staples Memo-

rial Endowed Scholarship Fund.  We are getting close to the $20,000 goal for the scholarship.  We are thankful friends and associates
of Danny cared so deeply about him and his efforts to advance higher education in our area to establish this scholarship.”

Missourians who live and work in the Mineral Area College District profited from Senator Staples’ work as a legislator
where he served six years in the House and 20 years in the Senate before retiring because of term limitations.  The former Senator
Staples passed away last July from a heart attack.  Many remember his contributions to Mineral Area College and his reputation as a
Missouri lawmaker.  MAC alumni Mark D. Hughes, who worked closely with Senator Staples, described Danny’s career as state
senator, “… In the upper chamber of the great limestone building, a man who has distinguished himself in his own regard steps for the
last time onto the floor of the Senate Chamber, a place that has been his second home for two decades.  It is September 12 (2002).  It
is the last day of a regular legislative session for a lawmaker who, more than most, filled Jefferson’s dreams.  His friends and his
neighbors in the deep hills of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways know him as Danny … Danny Staples.  But in Missouri’s most
exclusive arena, he is universally known as the Senator from Shannon.”

Donations to the scholarship fund are tax deductible and may be mailed in the Annual Fund envelope in this newsletter.
Checks should be made to Mineral Area College Foundation – Danny Staples Scholarship.  For additional information, contact Dr.
Terry Barnes at (573) 518-2146.



4

Elaine Belovich, director of the EXCEL program, announced that Potosi resident Bridgette Jones, an EXCEL/SSS student since July
2002, won a $500 MO-KAN-NE scholarship.  Bridgette is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, a national honor society for students of
two-year colleges.  She plans to transfer to University of Missouri-St. Louis in January 2005, where she will major in Secondary
Education/English.  Applications are evaluated based on TRIO eligibility criteria, GPA, evidence of community involvement and/or
leadership, educational and/or financial obstacles, and a student essay which addresses need for the scholarship, personal character,
and commitment to excellence.

Dr. Fred Nute and Psi Beta welcomed St. Louis Channel 5 news anchor Art Holliday to campus to present his award winning
documentary, “Before They Fall Off the Cliff,” about a St. Louis family’s tragedy with schizophrenia.  “The documentary has received
wide acclaim by mental health organizations,” explains Dr. Nute.  “The documentary presents a great opportunity for us to increase
public awareness of mental health issues, especially learning more about the fallout that mental illness can have on the family, as well
as society at large.”

Carol Moore, longtime music instructor at Mineral Area College and one of the Parkland’s influential figures in music education,
received the Cultural Recognition Award from the Mineral Area Council on the Arts during intermission of the 2004 St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra performance.  Carol joined Mineral Area College faculty in 1984, and has since served as director of bands,
chairperson of the MAC Music Department and coordinator of the MAC Jazz Festival and Jazz Camp.  Under her direction, the MAC
Jazz Band consistently won awards at Elmhurst College Jazz Festival and was selected to perform at the Easter in Maastricht Music
Festival in the Netherlands in 2001.  Her students have been selected to participate in the Missouri All-Collegiate Orchestra and the
Missouri All-Collegiate Jazz Band since 1988.  An accomplished pianist, she has performed with many soloists and groups in a wide
variety of musical styles.  She served as the accompanist for the Missouri Community College Choral Festival for more than 10 years,
and has been a presenter at the Missouri State Choral directors’ convention in Jefferson City.

Preparing for the big league.  Coach Jim
Gerwitz, Blake Jones and Levi Rawson pose for
a quick photo with the youngest kids in their
Summer Baseball Camp.  MAC’s basketball,
volleyball and baseball teams conduct summer
camps as fundraisers to supplement the athletic
budgets.  Blake will join the MAC squad this
fall. He is from Caledonia.  Levi is a former
MAC player from West County.

Joaby Sikes of Fredericktown signed his intentions to play 2004 baseball with the MAC Cardinals.  He played football and basketball
for the Blackcats and will wear Cardinal red for the next two years.  His parents are Scott and Becky Sikes.

Coach Lana Labruyere reports, “Arcadia Valley basketball star DeAnna Anderson signed a national letter of intent to play for
Mineral Area College, where she will major in Biology.  DeAnna is the all-time leading scorer in Arcadia Valley history with 1,886
points, and holds 10 other school records.  She has been named to the Class 3 All-State Second Team each of the last two seasons
after earning First Team All-Region honors.  She was also voted the Most Valuable Player at the 2004 Daily Journal MAAA All-Star
Game.”

WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND CAMPUS........................
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MAC Basketball Cardinal David Bryant  will play his next two years of college basketball at the University of Southern Indiana at
Evansville.  David was one of MAC’s excellent ball handlers and passers and averaged 13 points and six assists per game.

Lorenzo “Zo” Gordon  is transferring to Illinois State of the Missouri Valley Conference.  “He was the first MAC player ever to
average over 20 (21.3) points and 10 (11.1) rebounds per game,” reports Coach Tim Gray.  “Lorenzo was named third team All-
American by the National Junior College Athletic Association.  Lorenzo also earned First Team All-Region 16 and All-MCCAC
Conference honors.  He finished his MAC basketball career with 994 points as MAC’s seventh all-time leading scorer and is the
school’s leading rebounder.”

Three MAC alumni are candidates for local political races.  Curt Boyer  (Park Hills) and Brad Robinson (Bonne Terre) are seeking
the Missouri House of Representative 107th District seat.  David Cramp (Farmington) is a candidate for the House of Representatives
106th District seat.

The Cecil Roberts Memorial Nursing Fund has been established by a Mineral Area College nursing graduate.  The anonymous
donor’s contribution is a tribute to Cecil Roberts, long-time Farmington resident, for his encouragement that fostered this alumna’s
successful completion of the nursing program.  The Cecil Roberts Memorial Nursing Fund is designed to assist MAC Nursing
students with funds for “emergency” situations that will help keep them in school.  “Mineral Area College and specifically the nursing
students are fortunate to have a nursing alumna come forward with a financial gift to help other nursing students be successful,”
compliments Gil Kennon, dean of Career and Technical Division.  “It’s remarkable how many successful nursing and other allied
health graduates we have right here in our local area.  This generous gift will definitely help nursing students complete their nursing
degrees.”  For specific information on the Cecil Roberts Memorial Nursing Fund, contact Teri Douglas at (573) 518-2103 or Denise
Sebastian at (573) 518-2249.

Jessie Williams, who retired from teaching full-time last May, was recognized as one of 70 outstanding faculty from Missouri’s post-
secondary colleges and universities.  Jessie was honored with the Governors’ Award for Excellence in Teaching which was another
milestone in Jessie’s 27-year career in the college’s Allied Health Department.

Fredericktown’s Kyle Tesreau recently signed a national letter of intent to continue his education and play baseball for Mineral Area
College.  In addition to being one of the area’s top high school baseball players, Kyle has been successful on the basektball court, and
as the quarterback of the Blackcat football team.  His parents are Rick Tesreau and Connie Crowell.

Danetta Montgomery of Fredericktown was one of 30 students of the state’s top scholars honored at the Plaza Hotel in Jefferson
City this spring.  The All-Missouri Academic Team is coordinated by the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society and the
Missouri Community College Association.  The All-Missouri Team recognizes the scholarly achievements and leadership accomplish-
ments of the top (30) students enrolled in two year colleges across the state of Missouri.  Danetta served as President of Phi Theta
Kappa, a member of Psi Beta (the honor society of psychology), and as a students activities counselor at Mineral Area College.
Danetta will continue her education this fall at UMSL, working toward her bachelor degree of Sociology/Social work.  Mineral Area
College is very proud that Danetta was recognized for her achievements.

2003 alumna Shana Hull
(right) worked with the

summer College for Kids
enrichment program.

She and several adven-
ture seeking kids teamed

with members of the
Missouri Police Corps

staff to climb the Alpine
Tower.  Shana currently

is enrolled in the
CMC@MAC program

working toward an
education degree.
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From Brazil to Mineral Area College to Hawaii
Brazilian native and MAC alumni Leandro Maruoka feels right at home in Hawaii.  This is the first summer he has not

returned to Brazil but considers Hawaii a “big Brazil with beautiful beaches, gorgeous scenery and plenty of warm ocean breezes.”
He currently attends Hawaii Pacific University and works three part-time jobs.

The former MAC men’s basketball player writes, “After graduating from MAC in the spring of 2001, I came to Hawaii
Pacific University as a basketball team recruit.  There is no better place to go to school than Hawaii.  The people are very kind and just
like in Missouri I had no trouble making friends.  My first year of basketball I did just okay, but in my second and final year, I
averaged 14.7 points per game and 8.5 rebounds per game.  I graduate August 19 with my B.A. in Marketing.  Then, in September, I
will start my master’s degree in management/entrepreneur studies.  I still have my dream of owning my own business.”

My jobs are doing well.  I am doing my internship in a hotel that has a nightclub where I work security.  I also help with
marketing and promotions.  During my second year in Hawaii, I worked as a tour guide for HPU.  I hosted tours for new students and
their parents.  It was a rewarding and fun job.  I got to know more people and feel I influenced some of them choose HPU because I
explained lots of things they wanted to know about the area.  I still work in school, but in a different department taking care of
classroom equipment such as projectors, computers and general maintenance.

Coming to Hawaii Pacific University was my best choice.  I am happy.  I am getting my diploma.  And, I am having a great
time in this paradise.  I will always remember the teachers and friends I made at MAC.  Thanks to MAC’s basketball program I was
able to continue with basketball and my education in Hawaii.  I miss all of you.”

Alumni..............Where are they now?

Following Family Tradition
For many alumni, attending FRJC or MAC is a family tradition.  Such is the case for Dorothy Ann (Deneke) Gerig who

attended FRJC in years 1944 through 1946.  Dorothy’s father, Dr. Wesley A. Deneke, was the FRJC dean in the 1930s.  Her older
brother Dr. Milton Deneke attended FRJC, earned a medical degree and practiced in Memphis
where he now resides.  Her late husband Carroll B. Gerig graduated from FRJC as did their
three children: Robert C. Gerig (Carbondale, IL), Mary Ann (Mrs. Jon) Turner (Belgrade,
MO) and John A. and Lisa (Dismuke) Gerig (Japan).

From FRJC, Dorothy transferred to SEMO and earned her B.S. in Elementary
Education with a major in Art and Science in 1948.  She was very active in early childhood
education.  Her teaching career spanned five decades.  She taught kindergarten in Tulsa; fifth
grade, art and kindergarten in Leadwood for three years; and finished her career teaching
kindergarten and art in the Central Elementary School.

 “I enjoyed teachers as Mary Clark, Irene Bloom, Laura Ellen Wadsworth, Annie L.
Huggins,” remarks this Park Hills resident.  “They were all very intelligent people who
presented their specific subject matter in an interesting manner that made our education
enjoyable and very important.  These teachers made a big impact on the careers of so many
students.  FRJC set the stage for future education beyond FRJC and today provides great
educational options for people in our area.  Still today MAC provides many new experiences
for getting out in the world and interacting with different people.”

Dorothy says there were so many good people at FRJC.  Jayne Ann Wycoff, Rowena
(Brown) Simmons, Mildred (Reeder) Lee, Alice Hibbitts and Lois (Meyers) Koch are just a
few.  Dorothy retired in 1992 and is almost as busy in retirement.  She is active in several community groups and is a familiar face at
MAC events.

McCord Savors Ministry Work
Gary J. McCord of Iron County received his Doctor of Theology degree summa cum laude from Andersonville Theological

Seminary in Camilla, GA.  This 1965 Bismarck High School graduate earned degrees from Mineral Area College (A.G.S. 1967) and
Southeast Missouri State University (B.S. in Business Administration 1972).  He also holds a Master of Theology and Doctorate of
Ministry.

Dr. McCord currently serves as the chaplain at the MSOTC Unit at the Southeast Missouri Mental Health Center.  His work
has received recognition by Southeast Missouri Mental Health Center’s Volunteer of the Year Award in 2000.  He serves as auxiliary
chaplain at the Farmington Correctional Center, a tutor and curriculum developer at Aletheia Institute, minister at Faith Bible Baptist
Church and as a Volunteer Probation and Parole Officer in St. Francois County.  Dr. McCord served in the U.S. Army (1969-1971)
with the 171st Infantry Brigade.  Dr. McCord is the son of the late James and Kathryn McCord of Bismarck, and the father of attorney
Jacki Gonz who resides in Bonne Terre.  He enjoys woodworking, horseback riding, “volunteering”, and “loves to learn”.
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Management Degree Seams Small Business
Dawn (Long) Standridge attended Mineral Area College in 1999-2000 and earned a business and office management degree.

Her degree opened the door for a managerial position at Keeping You In Stitches, a Farmington embroidery business that specializes
in custom and team apparel.  Dawn is now the owner of the shop and keeps very busy with a variety of embroidery work including
some Mineral Area College and other sport team apparel.  She and her husband live in Farmington.  She has one son, Kyle, and two
stepdaughters, Shelbi and Shawna.

Dawn turned an employment negative into a positive when she lost her job.  She decided to take advantage of the opportunity
to attend Mineral Area College through the Training Readjustment Act funding.  She compliments all her instructors but especially
remembers Business Instructor Roger McMillian’s friendliness and outgoing attitude to make adult students feel welcome in the
college classroom setting.

Finding Humor in Everyday Life
Several years ago Rob Barnes lost his job due to a plant
closing.  It was a turning point personally and professionally
for him.  The Farmington resident capitalized on the TRA
training opportunity to become a college student and to prepare
for a new career.  Rob enrolled in college classes and earned a
degree in graphic arts and printing technology.  This 2003
graduate is employed as a graphic designer at the Daily Journal
in Park Hills.  His duties center around ad design and e-media
projects.  Recently, Rob debuted his new comic strip “ Around
the Block” in the Daily Journal.  The first comic appeared June
2 and runs three times weekly.  His work depicts humor and
subtleties of daily life experiences.  The cartoonist says he has
enjoyed art all of his life.  He has had publications in Comics
Buyers Guide.  Several years ago, he did the “Farmingtoons”
strip for the Farmington Forum newspaper.

Larry’s Stylin’ in Farmington
Fredericktown native and 1989 MAC graduate Larry Honerkamp recently returned to the area and opened Synergy Salon &

Spa in Farmington.  After MAC, Larry worked in retail at the Farmington JC Penney Store.  He relocated to the St. Louis area where
he worked as a regional manager for Beauty Source and Spas.  While in St. Louis, Larry was coiffeur to the St. Louis Rams cheerlead-
ers.  Now, he is owner/stylist of downtown Farmington’s newest salon and spa that offers a full line of services and retail products
including Matrix, John Amico and Nioxin.

Larry has been active in the Lutheran Youth, the Fredericktown Azalea Pageant and a variety of theatre performances.
Currently he lives in Doe Run, owns two horses and plays local league volleyball.  He just completed foster parenting and adoption
classes and hopes to soon become a foster parent.  His sister Karen (Honerkamp) Godsey also attended MAC and still lives in the
Mineral Area.

“I came to MAC on a music scholarship,” recalls Larry enthusiastically.  “Everything was grand with all the concerts and
performances for the Music and Theatre Departments.  I made some great friends including
Lisa Wallen, Angie Simpson, John Southern, Kathy Marler, Diana Hill and so many more.
It makes me wonder what everyone is doing.  Being back in this great area is incredible.
Who could ever forget Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien!  They were so incredibly supportive of
everything I cared to try.  That’s one of the premiere assets of Mineral Area College—the
personal attention from faculty and staff as they encourage students to succeed.  President
Dixie Kohn set the example by making me and everyone else feel important.  Everyone
takes time to add some personal attention and that distinguishes MAC from other places.
MAC is the best place for the youth and returning adults in our area to start college and get
extra training.”  Larry says it is great to be a new business owner in the area,  “It really
makes my day when some of my MAC favorites like Pat and Mike O’Brien, JoAnn Owen
and Sarah Cassidy come to the salon.  We reminisce about MAC times.”  Larry invites other
MAC graduates to stop by to see him and his salon next to Farmington City Hall on West
Columbia Street.
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May 15 Marks the College’s 80th Commencement Ceremony
It was 80 years ago when Flat River Junior College held the

institution’s first commencement exercises on May 14, 1924.  The
FRJC Class of 1924 graduated 12 students in the FRHS/FRJC Audito-
rium.  Mineral Area College and its predecessor Flat River Junior
College can proudly state more than 10,000 students have graduated
from the institutions.

This year’s commencement exercises were held in the Robert
E. Sechrest, Sr. Field House on Saturday, May 15.  It was standing room
only for family members and friends who witnessed the 2004 graduation
ceremony for over 300 students.

The commencement speaker was Quentin Wilson, Missouri
commissioner of higher education.  “We were delighted to have Mr.
Wilson speak to the 80th graduating class,” said Dr. Terry L. Barnes,
Mineral Area College president.  “As one of Missouri’s oldest commu-
nity colleges, MAC has played an important role is the state’s history of
colleges and universities.  It is wonderful to have the leader of
Missouri’s higher education speak during this milestone commencement
ceremony.”

Outstanding Students Recognized at Commencement
Seven Outstanding Student Awards were presented to Mineral Area College students for their outstanding contributions and

efforts in the areas of campus service, classroom achievement and campus life.  College faculty and administration select the recipi-
ents of these Outstanding Student Awards each year.  Meet the 2004 award recipients.

The recipient of the Outstanding Student Award in Music was Ironton resident Scottye Adkins.  She is the daughter of Doug
and Nina Fitzgerald, and the wife of Eric Adkins.  This 1987 Lesterville R-4 graduate has been an asset to the MAC Singers and Vocal
Ensembles and states it has been a joy to perform with many talented musicians at MAC.  She was pleased with the opportunity for
solos and to be challenged vocally.  Her future plans are to acquire a Master of Music in vocal performance, and to perform, as well
as, teach post-secondary voice and choir.

Darrell Finch,  son of Freda Finch, received the Outstanding Student in Leadership and Campus Service.  He resides in
Fredericktown with his wife, Teresa, and children.  He graduated from Fredericktown High School in 1973, received a Certificate in
Practical Nursing from MAC in 2003, and is graduating from MAC with an Associate in Science in Nursing.  He served as LPN
liaison on the Student Nurses Association board and represented the SNA club as a member of the Student Activities Council.  He was
instrumental in various club fundraising committees and has participated in various community programs affiliated with MAC’s SNA.
Darrell is admired greatly by his peers and faculty and is known throughout the college for his various contributions and efforts.
Positive experiences at MAC were the completion of the PN program and acceptance into the ADN program.  His future plans are to
work in a pediatric setting, and to complete a Bachelor in Nursing degree.

Lorenzo Gordon earned the Outstanding Student Award in Athletics.  Lorenzo, a 2001Vashon High School graduate, is the
son of Darlene Harris of St. Louis.  Lorenzo was a key member of the men’s basketball team and was named Third Team All-Ameri-
can by the National Junior College Athletic Association.  Lorenzo was the first MAC player ever to average over 20 points and 10
rebounds per game.  He was also named First Team all-Region 16, and all-MCCAC Conference in the past year.  He ranks as the 7th

all-time leading scorer in MAC history, and is the leading rebounder in MAC history.  Lorenzo plans to transfer to a four-year
institution to pursue a bachelor’s degree.  He was recruited by Saint Louis University, SEMO, Long Beach State, UAB, East Tennes-
see, and Arkansas State.  He hopes to play professional basketball after college.

Elizabeth Holbrook was selected as the Outstanding Student for the Arts and Sciences Division.  She is the daughter of
Lebron and Helen Holbrook of Fredericktown.  The 2002 Fredericktown High School graduate was a member of Phi Theta Kappa and
in MAC’s Honors Program.  Elizabeth states MAC’s great teachers and friendly students have helped prepare her for the transition
she will make to a four-year university.  Her future plans are to attend the School of Journalism at the University of Missouri and
major in public relations.

The Outstanding Student in Art recipient was Kimberlee Louise Kennedy.  The 1999 North County High School graduate is
the daughter of Elaine and Robert Stratton.  She resides in Farmington with her husband, Aaron Lee Kennedy.  Kimberlee is a member
of the Art Club, supervises set designing and painting, and has enjoyed all of her art classes and participating in the Art Club trips.
She has had many positive MAC experiences and compliments the great teaching staff and professional counseling services.  Because
she wants to pass on her love for art, her future plans are to become an art teacher.  Her lifetime educational goal is to pursue a
Doctorate in Education.

Commencement speaker Quentin Wilson, and MAC
Trustees Helen (Morris) Gordon of Farmington and
Dr. Don VanHerck of Bismarck assemble for the
graduation procession.  Both trustees are graduates of
Flat River Junior College.
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This year’s Outstanding Student in Theatre is Rachel Keown, daughter of Regina and the late Michael Keown.  The 2003
graduate of Farmington High School is a member of Delta Psi Omega and served as the fraternity’s president.  She has directed three
shows, performed in nine shows, and worked on the technical crew of seven shows.  Her incredibly positive MAC experiences
include directing two AIDS Awareness shows, sponsoring a fund raiser for Mark’s Place, and directing “Bullshot Crummond”.  She is
very glad to have worked with people who are dedicated to entertain the community.  Rachel will be attending the School of Filmmak-
ing at the North Carolina School of the Arts in the fall of 2004.  Her goal is to become a director of photography,
and eventually a film director.

Bamby Miller  was honored as the Outstanding Student from the Career and Technical Division. Bamby received her GED,
is the daughter of Carol White, the wife of Jay Miller, and the mother of three.  She has worked in the ICU at Mineral Area Regional
Medical Center for 14 years.  Campus activities and organizations include the MAC Student Nurse Association, the Missouri Nursing
Student Association, and the National Student Nurse Association.  Bamby emphasizes that Mineral Area College has encouraged her
to continue with her career goals.  She has always been able to get the classes she needed and compliments a very supportive staff.
Bamby plans to continue her education by earning a bachelor’s degree, and hopes to remain in a critical care setting with direct patient
care.

Congratulations to the Outstanding Student Award recipients and the 2004 Mineral Area College graduates.

(Top) Four of the Outstanding Student Award recipients took
time from studying during finals week to pose for a photo.
Pictured (left to right) are:  Scottye Adkins, Bamby Miller,
Kimberlee Kennedy and Darrell Finch.  (Bottom) Donned in
graduation regalia, medals of distinction and feelings of
excitement, over 300 students waited anxiously for the
procession lines to move toward the Robert Sechrest, Sr. Field
House.  These graduates join over 10,000 who have earned
degrees from FRJC and MAC.

 
Did You Know? 

 First College Commencement 
May 14, 1924 

COMMENCEMENT exercises were held in the 
Auditorium building.  Processional played by Essie 
Reid, pianist.  Invocation:  Victor Keay.  Program: 
Mrs. Carroll E. Norwine, vocal solo; Mrs. Agnes E. 
Filler, violin solo.  Vocal trio: Ruth Webb, Ethel 
Boyd, Audrey Woolford.  Address by Dr. Thomas S. 
Duncan, Professor of Greek, Languages, Literature at 
Washington University, on “The Aim of Higher 
Education.”  Diplomas for Associate of Art Degrees 
were presented to 12 by Dean D.W. Boitnott.  
Benediction by the Rev. E. D. Owen. 

First Graduating Class 1924 
*Ruth Rollie Holman, Flat River 

*George D. Koen, Esther 
*Nelle Lee Williams, Bonne Terre 

(Mrs. Earl L. Bilheimer) 
*Victor Pearl Keay, Elvins 

*Eula Ramona Bugg, Farmington 
(Mrs. Lovell L. Turley) 

*Mary Estella Hammack, Flat River 
*Margaret R. Sylvester, Bonne Terre 

(Mrs. D. P. Guidroz, Houma, La.) 
Barton Olin Belknap, Bonne Terre 

(Now of St. Louis) 
Mrs. Helen G. Henson, Elvins 

(Deceased) 
William Albert Karsch, Flat River 

(Now of Farmington) 
Flora Mae Norwine, Flat River 

(Mrs. Maloy Rice) 
Ann Caroline Tetley, Farmington 

BOTH BELKNAP and Koen became student body 
presidents.  Karsch was president of the first 
graduating class.  For years the students held an 
annual “Ruth Holman Christmas Party” in her 
memory for needy children.  In 1925 FRJC was 
elected a member of the American Association of 
Junior Colleges and became affiliated with the 
University of Missouri.  FRJC the third public junior 
college in Missouri, behind Kansas City and St. 
Joseph.  The fourth was at Trenton.  FRJC had an 
enrollment of 400 its last year of 1964-65. 
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Piedmont Trio Ventures North for Baseball and Education
Coach Jim Gerwitz and MAC’s baseball program enticed a trio from Piedmont to attend Mineral Area College.  The Pied-

mont trio confidentially explains, “Mineral Area College is close enough but just far enough away from home for us.  Playing baseball
was one goal and earning college credit was another.”

Catcher and pitcher Tyler Henson found his classes to be very manageable combined with the workouts and the season’s
baseball schedule.  “Mrs. Barks is so awesome as a teacher, ”compliments this education major.  Tyler’s future plans include a four-
year school to continue his baseball efforts and earn his bachelor’s degree.

Tyler Rose plans to finish his education at SEMO.  “Mineral Area College is a good place to start a college education.  It’s a
smaller scale than most four-year schools and offers lots of personal attention,” he explains.  “The teachers are good, too.  Mr.
Rowland keeps things very interesting in class.  My MAC experience taught me to quit procrastinating on my studies.  I think this will
be a benefit as I continue my education.”

Shayn Mabury has his sights set on an education degree that will enable him to teach and coach.  “The people at MAC have
been nice and will do whatever they can to help you,” remarks the MAC pitcher.  “I’ve had lots of fun with friends at MAC.  Hanging
out with my teammates and playing baseball has been a
blast.  Mrs. Wilke was a favorite teacher of mine.  Not
only did I like the way she taught, but she also came to
our baseball games.”

The Piedmont teammates were members of the
first team to play on the college’s new baseball field
located on campus.

The “Coaches Corner” offers an informal meeting area for
players and coaches.  Lounging and studying (left to right)
are Tyler Henson, Shayn Mabury and Tyler Rose.  Both
Henson and Mabury are returning as sophomores for the
2004-05 season.

The picture above shows the members of the 1946-47 student council as follows:
Carroll Elliott, Mary Linn Thompson, James Blake, Margaret Margreiter, Olaf
Roberts, Ollie Ann Tesreau, Matt Sullivan, Hollie Hahn.

FLASHBACK 1964
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Gray Steps Down, Tate New Head Coach
Mineral Area College men’s basketball program announced a head coaching change for the 2004-05 season.  After 20 years

with MAC basketball, Tim Gray decided to draw his MAC coaching career to a close and pursue other campus challenges.  Assistant
Coach Corey Tate was named as MAC’s new head coach.

Tim joined the MAC staff in 1984, assisting Bob Sechrest and teaching in the English Department.  For the 2004-05 year,
Tim continues his classroom teaching and assumes the college’s Athletic Director title.

Some of Tim’s MAC coaching accomplishments include:
r Compiled a win-loss record of 429-214 at MAC without a losing season; won five MCCAC championships and seven

conference championships (1993, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2001) and one Region 16 championship
r Five-time MCCAC Coach of the Year honors and the 1997 Region 16 Coach of the Year
r MAC was ranked in the Top 10 five times in the NJCAA polls since 1993
r 1995 served USA Basketball as an assistant coach on West Team of the Denver Olympic Festival.
r 1996 served USA Basketball as a selection coach for the undefeated World Championship that was played in Caguas, Puerto

Rico.
r Produced a significant number of all-Americans, both academic and athletic:

Athletic Academic Academic
Fleming Brewer 1989 Mike Thornhill 1987 (4.0)
Tony Long   1994 Jeff Petersen 1987  (4.0)
Courtney Hargrays   1996 Justin Callahan  1988 (3.8)
Theopolis Price   1998 Scott Lively   1989  (3.6)
Bryan Turner   2002 Keith McMahon   1990  (4.0)
Joel Shelton   2003 Brian Long   1990  (3.6)
Lorenzo Gordon   2004

Tim has developed many fabulous relationships over the years.  “I am proud to say that everything we have accomplished
over the years has been done by the rules.  Players who came to MAC really wanted to be here for the right reasons,” says Tim.  “We
have really had a lot of fun.  God sent us some athletes and some coaches with wonderful personalities that have made this coaching a
real joy.  I am most proud of two things that happened away from the court.  First, we have seen so many poor to average students
come here and leave with some increased maturity and, most importantly, a degree from MAC.  Also, I have seen many irresponsible,
immature 18-year-olds leave as 20-year-olds ready to contribute to society.  These are the two most important contributions.  I am a
believer in Mineral Area College and our community in and around St. Francois County.  I see what MAC does to make this commu-
nity a better place.  I am proud to be a resident of this area and faculty member at the best community college in the state of Missouri,”

Despite his accomplishments, Tim says, “I have one frustration.  I am leaving with no trips to Hutchinson, Kansas, for final
16 of the NJCAA.  It is tough to get there from this region and district.  Since I have been here, seven national champions have been
crowned out of our district, so obviously we competed at a very high level.  We had four or five teams very capable of making it;
however, it was just not in the Cards you might say.”  Looking to the future, he says “The exciting thing is that we have left the
program in great shape.  Corey Tate is going to do an outstanding job.  He will attract the kind of players that will make a trip to Hutch
a real possibility.  I have had great staffs over the years.  Assistant coaches Roy Tims, Larry Morgan, Jim Komar, Jason Samples,

Kevin Gray, Chad Mills, Kent Huddleston, Zack Mills, Charles
Williams, Andre Peppers, Dylan Naeger, Roy Henson, Paul Fritch,
Jason Labrash, Randall Skaggs, Giovani Azoni, Donnie Shores, Tim
Tripp, Jon Clauser, and Corey Tate have all been fabulous.  They
actually did all of the work that won the games.  But the one who
allowed us to turn the corner and be a national power in the mid-90’s
was the late Mike Brewen.  I thought I knew what I was doing until
he explained to me clearly that I did not know anything.  He was
superb, and I still miss him.  The last comment has to be for Bob
Sechrest.  My career would not have happened if he had not been
willing to give a brash, dumb, thought-he-knew-everything-and-did-
not-know-anything 23-year-old kid an opportunity 20 years ago.
Thank you, Coach, it has been a lot of fun.  Sech is MAC basketball;
he will always be MAC basketball.”
.

Corey Tate (left) and Tim Gray have a unique relationship.  Corey was one of Tim’s MAC basketball players in 1991-1993.  In 2001,
Corey returned to MAC to rejoin Tim’s team as the assistant coach.  Tim has served as Corey’s coach and mentor as they have teamed
for countless MAC basketball memories.  Corey will be the third head coach in MAC basketball history.

Jason Maddox    1993  (3.6)
Keenan Henson  1998  (4.0)
Jason Wagganer  1999  (3.8)
Brandon McIntyre  1999  (3.8)
David Enderle   2002  (3.7)
Travis Snelling   1991 (3.7)
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Bond Projects Near Completion
In April 2002, voters in the Mineral Area College District approved a $6 million bond issue to fund renovations on the Park

Hills campus and the construction of the Fredericktown Outreach Center.  College President Dr. Terry Barnes and the Board of
Trustees are pleased to report the bond projects are nearing completion.

Faculty members moved into the remodeled and spacious offices at the start of the spring semester.  The wellness center and
new field house locker rooms were also completed for the Spring 2004 semester.  Faculty and students moved into the new Fine Arts
Building and held the first classes for the summer term.  The fine arts facility includes several enhancements.  The main floor of the
building houses art classrooms, a scene shop, an extended backstage area, more storage space, offices, general classrooms, insulated
band rooms, student lounge, and new restrooms.  Dressing rooms and showers for theater students, a costume room, and additional
storage space are in the basement.  On the third floor are music department studios, seven practice rooms for individuals or small
groups, a music library, a music seminar room, choral room and a computerized music room, a dark room, and offices.  The addition
adds six much needed general classrooms.

Despite some construction waylays at the Fredericktown site, plans are to hold fall classes starting in August.  The 10,000
square foot building will feature six general classrooms, a computer lab, library, student commons and faculty offices, and will have
the capacity to teach 250 students at one time.

The Fredericktown Outreach Center is located adjacent to Black River Electric Cooperative on Highway 67.  Mineral Area
College classes have been held in the Fredericktown High School since 1986.  The new building enables Mineral Area College to
offer classes during the evening and the day and even during the summer months, creating more educational opportunities for resi-
dents of southern Missouri.

The baseball field hosted the first MAC Cardinals baseball games this spring.  Students, MAC employees and area residents
came to the new field on campus to watch MAC Cardinal baseball.  The baseball field dedication was part of the April Open House to
allow area residents to visit the bond election projects.

Coach Loughary Recalls MAC Baseball Advice
For 20 years, Hal Loughary coached Mineral Area College baseball.  Coach Loughary provided some “MAC Cardinals

Baseball” remarks at the field dedication this spring.
Hal flashed back to 1967, when Dr. Richard Castor, MAC president, and Bob Sechrest, basketball coach and athletic

director, approached him about becoming the baseball coach of the newly formed community college. “Coach Sechrest assured me the
job ‘would be a piece of cake’,” chuckled the retired coach.  “He added that we should win 90 percent of our games… It didn’t seem
too long after that when I read the headline of my first season: MAC Breaks 15 Game Losing Streak.”

Things did go much better for Coach Loughary and the MAC baseball program.  During his 20 years as head coach, he
survived many spring baseball trips and his teams won about 58 percent of the games.  The 1981 season posted 40 wins and 10 losses,
the best record.

“Getting this baseball field at MAC has been a long struggle and it pleases so many area MAC baseball fans and local
families to finally see the MAC baseball team have a field to call
its own and a true home field advantage,” stated Hal with pride.
“I have absolutely no regrets about my two decades at MAC.
They were the best years of my life and I met a lot of great people,
many of them are young men who played for me.  Many outstand-
ing young men who were affiliated with MAC baseball went on to
successful careers.  I enjoyed and respected them all.  We remem-
ber our kids who made it to the major leagues as Tim Lollar, Scott
Little, Steve Bieser.  We also remember those who share the game
by teaching and coaching like Mark Hogan, head baseball coach at
SEMO and Keith Guten who coached at Southwest Missouri State
for many years.”  The 76-year-old retired coach lives in
Farmington and enjoys hearing from his former players.

The ceremonial first pitches were delivered by (left to right) MAC
Trustee Elvin Sikes, former Coach Hal Loughary and Mark Toti, the
former voice of MAC baseball on KTJJ.  Also pictured are MAC
players Tyrell Roseburrow of St. Louis, Michael Hall of Farmington
and Mike Christman of Imperial, MO.
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MAC Foundation Mission: Fund Raising & “Friend”-Raising
The Mineral Area College Foundation mission is simple: to support and advance the growth of Mineral Area College, its

student body, faculty and administration.  Its mission is accomplished with the development and implementation of ongoing and
special projects as well as improvements of the
physical facilities. As it begins its third decade of
existence as a not-for-profit corporation, the
Foundation plans activities that seamlessly align
with the goals established by the college’s Board
of Trustees.

The MAC Foundation Board of
Directors believe the strength of Mineral Area
College’s future greatly depends on those who
care for it today.  Many who have contributed to
the Foundation recognize the importance of
maintaining higher education in our area.  Others
provide memorial gifts.  Still others are motivated
for more personal reasons such as long standing
camaraderie and loyalty to Flat River Junior
College and Mineral Area College.  Whatever the
gift-giving reason, Mineral Area College
Foundation can help you “invest” in Mineral Area
College to serve the higher education needs in our
area today and for future generations.

Tee Off for Mineral Area College Foundation Tourney a Success
Despite an overcast sky and a rain shower, the 2004 Tee Off for Mineral Area College Foundation golf tournament was a

successful event.  Thirty teams enjoyed a day of golf and networking at Eagle Lake Golf Club.  The Foundation is fortunate to have
the support of the community as team and hole sponsors.  The money raised will support campus projects.
Tournament results are: Closest-to-the-pin— Al Ratley; Most accurate drive— Dale Kure; Championship Flight— 1st -
Fredericktown Friends, 2nd - Terre Du Lac II, 3rd - Eagle Lake Golf Club; Flight A— 1st - First State Community Bank, 2nd - Preferred
Land Title, 3rd - Kelly, Krekeler, Ray & Stillwell; Flight B— 1st - Money Concepts, 2nd - Preferred Land Title, 3rd - Bank of the
LeadBelt.

Ladies Luncheon
A component of MAC Foundation is “friend”-raising and education.  The Foundation invites and encourages alumni and

friends of the college to participate in campus events.  The Foundation sponsors a fall “Community Ladies Luncheon” for our female
community members so they are
knowledgeable about the college
and the students.  Pictured (left to
right) at the 2003 event are: Bette
Wright of Bismarck, Rowena
(Brown) Simmons of Desloge,
Rosemary (Vineyard) Richardson
of Desloge, Opal Wright of
Farmington, Davalee Bohnenkamp
and Dorothy Ann (Deneke) Gerig,
of Park Hills.  If you wish to have
your name added to the Commu-
nity Ladies Luncheon list, please
send your name and mailing
address to Alumni Services, P.O.
Box 1000, Park Hills, MO 63601.

MAC Foundation elected its new officers for the 2004-2005 term.  Pictured (left to
right) are:  Vice-President, T.V. Mattingly (Bonne Terre); President, Sally Shinkle
(Ironton); Retiring President, Cara Detring (Farmington); and Treasurer, Brian
McNamara (Farmington).
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Mary Crow Sidelnik , currently of Hunt, TX, earned her A.A. degree in 1968.  She attended Saint Louis University where she earned
a B.S. in Medical Records Administration in 1970.  Later, in 1986, she received her M.S. in Health Care Administration from South-
west Texas State University.  Mary spent 26 years with the Texas Department of Health and Human Services, a position from which
she retired in September 2001.  She is widowed and has a stepdaughter, husband and one grandchild.  Mary’s business card carries the
phrase “Lady of Leisure.”  In retirement, she enjoys gardening, reading, music and hikes in the great outdoors.  Mary says her fond
memories included Spanish classes with Mary Helen Bloom, Elvis Clark’s literature classes and working for Ms. Maude Word in the
library.

Tony Long is a legal assistant with Husch and Eppenberger, LLC in St. Louis.  While at MAC from 1991to 1994, he played guard/
forward for the MAC basketball Cardinals. He majored in business administration.  Tony and several other alumni basketball players
hit the MAC hardwoods in December 2003 for the MAC alumni basketball Homecoming game.  Tony and his son participated in
several Homecoming games and activities.

Kristine L. Howze attended Mineral Area College and continued her education at Missouri Valley in Marshall, MO where she earned
a full scholarship.  She graduated with a psychology degree and is living in St. Louis.

Brenda Pogue, Fredericktown, MO, earned her Associate of Arts degree in 1972.  She spends time with her great nephews–Devin,
Taylor and Jackson—and says her family is very important to her.  Brenda enjoys outdoor activities and is a member of AARP and
NRTA.  She recalls, “Fall of 1970 was the opening of the new campus.  The campus was beautiful and the buildings were brand new.
I really thought the cafeteria food was special–especially the hamburgers!  I remember working hard in all my classes and enjoying
them very much.  French class was a favorite.  The very best thing about MAC in the 1970s—just like it is in 2004—is that it really
didn’t matter where you attended high school.  MAC enabled everybody to be everyone’s friend.  Thank you, MAC, for some happy
memories.”

Donald Dale Caldwell, FRJC 1957–58, currently resides in Linn, MO.  He and his wife Bonnie have four sons (Jeffrey, Joel, John
and James), 14 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  He was co-owner of a funeral home in Flat River (now Park Hills) for 24
years.  He worked another 24 years in the embalming and funeral home business in Jefferson City and Linn.  Donald graduated from
FRJC with a two-year degree in general education.  He says his greatest FRJC interest was MAC basketball and adds he admired so
many of his FRJC classmates and friends.  Like many alumni, Donald wonders what his former classmates are doing today.

Reverend Debra Phelps, a 1994 MAC graduate, and her husband Michael live in Doe Run.  They both attended MAC and are
ministers.  They have four children, five grandchildren and celebrated their 16th wedding anniversary.  Debra is the pastor of His Way
Fellowship and a facilitator for Farmington’s Hepatitis C Support Group.  While at MAC, she was the Disability Club secretary.
Since leaving MAC, she cares for her husband and home schools through Bible Way Association of Doniphan, MO.  Debra will soon
be an ordained minister and holds degrees in daycare, teaching and ministering.  She is close to completing her secretarial coursework.
Her leisure time is spent on drawing, painting and photography.  In July 2003, the Daily Journal published an article about her support
group work.  Debra says, “I feel blessed everyday for what I have learned at MAC and BWA.  My hat goes off to all the MAC and
BWA employees.  I especially thank Laurie Willmore, and the nurses and chaplains at HospiceCare for their support when I needed it.
I do miss my favorite teacher, Dr. Kay Kraft, who served as my source of encouragement and inspiration.”

Anna Katherine (Woolsey) Robinson, FRJC 1937–39 says, “I treasure my years at FRJC but I did not complete my education until I
enrolled at Southern Oregon University in 1970 and graduating in 1972, cum laude.  I then started my master’s degree, finishing in
1975 with a Masters of Librarianship.  I have lived most of my life an Oregonian and for the last 33 years have lived and worked in
beautiful Lake Oswego.”

Beth (Richardson) Forshee, a 1995 Mineral Area College graduate, continued her education at SEMO earning a B.S. in Psychology
and a B. A. in Sociology in 1998.  She graduated cum laude and earned Psychology Department distinction for her research.  Beth’s
graduate work was at Southern Illinois at Carbondale where she earned her master’s degree from the School of Medicine in 2000.
She continued at SIU-C and was granted a Doctorate of Philosophy in Physiology by the School of Medicine.  She and her family live
in Pennsylvania.  She is a medical school instructor and continues her research on brain structure and function during aging and
hormonal alterations in brain and blood during severe stress.  Beth’s work could provide valuable information as to why memory
declines during normal aging and potential targets for drug companies to create medications to delay or prevent this decline.
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G. Burnett and Maxine (LaBrot) Poston recently made a first-ever visit to Mineral Area College.  They were impressed with the
campus facilities and wondered how many other former FRJC students have never set foot on the MAC campus.  Both attended FRJC
and praise the education they received.  Maxine is originally from Flat River; G.B.’s home was Bonne Terre.  They reside in Kansas
City.  G.B. says he attended in 1946-47.  He played basketball and made the All-State basketball team.  He was a member of the
“10:10 Coffee Club.”  After FRJC, he transferred to the University of Missouri at Columbia and graduated with a degree in business
administration.  He is a retired accountant with Farmland Industries in Kansas City.

MAC Campus Welcomes Bright Minds for Scholars Academy

Area students, grades five through nine, spent four exciting weeks participating in the prestigious Scholars Academy last
month.  Sponsored by the Mineral Area Activities Association and hosted by Mineral Area College, this program is designed to
challenge brilliant young minds and encourage them to develop a lifelong thirst for learning.
Science, technology, mathematics and humanities were explored in hands-on activities that
often showed a practical life application.  In one class students used forensic science to solve
staged crime scenes, in another they used math to calculate job estimates.  In a music session
one student expressed her feelings about our troops in Iraq by writing a song, while others
found expression through the drama class or writing in their English class.  One parent
commented that her daughter was getting up before her alarm went off because she was so
excited about coming to the Academy.  While most students had favorite subject areas they
excelled in, the T-shirt designs they submitted showed that they had two things in common:
“learning can be fun” and “kids are the future”.  They and their parents expressed how thankful
they are that M.A.A.A. and Mineral Area College recognize this and provide such a great
service to their community.  The following school districts participated in this year’s academy:
Bismarck, Central, Farmington, Fredericktown, North County, Potosi, Ste. Genevieve, Valle
and West County.

FLASHBACK to
1948 and 1962
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What�s
Your

Story?

What have you been doing since your FRJC or MAC days?
We don’t think you’re bragging...We’re just interested in what you’ve been doing!

Name___________________________________________________ Phone____________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________

Dates of Attendance________________________________Year Graduated/Degree_____________
MAC/FRJC Activites ________________________________________________________________

Present Occupation/Employer ________________________________Location ________________

Marriage/Children __________________________________________________________________

Employment/Educational History ______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Interests/Activities __________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Honors, Publications, Awards, and Fond Memories ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Mail responses to:
MAC/FRJC Alumni Association
Mineral Area College
P.O. Box 1000
Park Hills, MO   63601

Your story may be published in a future
“Grapevine” section.

MAC/FRJC Alumni Association
Mineral Area College
P.O. Box 1000
Park Hills, MO 63601

Address Service Requested
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U.S. Postage
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Park Hills, MO
63601

Please deliver to the family of:

You can update your information
through the e-mail.  Send to:
peggyr@MineralArea.edu


